
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “With Jesus” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “ALIVE with Jesus:  The Bumpy Road”, is number 25 in the series.  You will find the 
order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship  
  5:00 p.m.    Growth Groups
  5:00 p.m.    Youth
  5:00 p.m.    Kids For Christ
  7:00 p.m.    College Ministry

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 
a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more 
about Adult Sunday 
School classes, call 
Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.
org.

Monday:   Church Closed 
                    for President’s Day
Tuesday:        
  6:00 p.m.    Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: Ash Wednesday Services
  7:30-9:30 a.m.  Come-and-Go
  5:30-6:30 p.m.  Come-and-Go
  6:30 p.m.    Growth Groups
  7:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Art Gallery: God is Always Speaking
   If you have been around Aldersgate, then you 
probably have heard Pastor Steve and Pastor 
Amy say that God is always speaking. Sometimes 
God speaks in unconventional ways. This week, 
someone told me that she arrived to church early 
one Sunday morning. With the extra time on her 
hands, she decided to walk the hallway, looking at 
every painting and reading every description. For 
months, this person struggled with personal issues 
and felt like God was far away. But then, something 
happened. Right there, in the middle of the hallway, 
God spoke to this person through the art. God no longer seemed far away and distant, but as near as these 
very paintings. I don’t know about you, but that gives me a reason to celebrate! I am so thankful that we 
worship a God who meets us and speaks to us in unconventional ways. — Jessica Watson 



Youth Ministry: Grace and Skiing
   On Sunday nights the youth meet from 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. for a meal, an activity to build fellowship and a time of 
discipleship and worship. For the next few weeks, we will be 
continuing our study on the three forms of grace: justifying, 
sanctifying, and prevenient. We will be comparing what it 
means to be alive and walk in the grace God has given rather 
than the illusion of life outside of God that is equivalent to the 
walking dead. We pray that through diving into scripture and 
tackling some tough questions, we can continue to be ever-
transforming in our walk with Jesus. 
   Just a reminder: The final ski trip payments are due today, 

Sunday, February 15, 2015. If you are going skiing with us, please make your final payment today. Please 
talk to me for more information or questions. — Daniel Mathis

College Ministry: Lent and Wholeness
   For those of you trying to follow along with 
the college ministry, you may recall the theme 
of growing in wholeness together. Over the 
last few weeks, we’ve discussed the concept of 
wholeness and interpreted this concept in light 
of the new year and new school semester. Too 
often, we may find ourselves lacking focus and 
direction for our well-being, an unfortunate 
consequence of our busy, noisy, and hyper-
committed lives. Perhaps you find yourself in 
this place today. But this week, we mark the 
beginning of Lent, which is a 40-day season 
of reflection and preparation for the death 
and resurrection of Jesus. Lent is a season of repentance, or metanoia, which means changing the way one 
thinks, in consideration of Christ’s sufferings and sacrifice. Some people observe Lent by fasting and others 
by integrating new holy habits into their lives. 
   As we prepare for the season of Lent, I simply want to offer the connection between our growth into 
wholeness (as individuals and as a community) and Lent. I am praying that God will work through this 
season of consideration, reflection, fasting, and practice within the hearts, minds and purposes of all the 
members of our community. If you’re a student, I encourage you to consider joining us tonight, Sunday, 
February 15, 2015, for The Oaks as we consider the place of Lent within our journey towards wholeness 
at 7:30 p.m. here at Aldersgate. If you’re not a college student, I hope that you too may consider Lent as 
it pertains to your own spiritual health and also ask that you pray for our college ministry as we journey 
together. Grace and Peace — Kyle Watson



Criticism vs. Conviction

Peter and Jesus…Never say Never

 The Rocky Scene (Matthew 16:13-23)

 The Supper Scene (Matthew 26:31-35)

 The Lunch Scene (Acts 10:9-35)

The long, bumpy road of discipleship (Matthew 16:24-28)

            Like Peter, we may use the right words to describe Jesus—Christ, son of the living God.
                               But we still don’t understand his heart, his wisdom, his way.
                        But that’s OK. Peter was still learning, and so are we.  Brian McLaren

ALIVE with Jesus:  The Bumpy Road
Matthew 16: 13-28

Sermon Notes
Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus



Growth Group Questions

1. Recall a time when you received criticism in a productive and/or unproductive 
manner?  How do you prepare to offer criticism?
  

2. What type of situations and circumstances do you think many people avoid 
because of potential criticism?  

3. In thinking about this week’s sermon, “The Bumpy Road,” what one thing got 
your attention or raised a question for you?

4. How did the Theodore Roosevelt quote strike you?  What do you think was the 
main point he was trying to make? 

5. Pastor Steve made a distinction between criticism and conviction.  What was it?  
Did you find the distinction helpful?  Why or why not?

6. Like Peter, we have the tendency to say “no” or “never” to Jesus.  Why do you 
think Peter struggled with saying “yes” to Jesus?  In what ways do you struggle with it?

7. Read Nehemiah 9:16-18.  As with God and the Israelites, it is clear that Peter 
struggled to follow Jesus on Jesus’ terms.  Does it surprise you that Jesus never gave 
up on Peter but rather continued to be patient and persistent with him?  What kind of 
implications does this have for us?

8. Read Psalm 139.  Pastor Steve talked about the spiritual discipline of self-exam-
ination as a means of grace to intentionally welcome God’s conviction into our lives.  
Have you practiced this before?  In what ways could Psalm 139 help guide you in this 
spiritual practice?        

9. How can the members of your Growth Group help you stay on the bumpy road 
with Jesus?

10. How can the members of your Growth Group pray for you this week?



    Each year, Aldersgate UMC sends two teams to 
Panama, each with its own purpose and mission in 
assisting missionaries David and Cindy Ceballos 
with their ongoing work to share the good news 
in their community. The first trip this summer will 
take place from July 11-19 and will be led by Jack 
Darnell, who has made this trip many times and 
has a great love for serving the people of Panama. 
Jack and his team work with a board certified 
optometrist to offer vision screenings and to fit 
people with eyeglasses. As of today, two spots are 
available for members of Aldersgate who would like 
to serve on this team.  You need not have specialized 
training or experience, just a willingness to learn! 
When you see the instantaneous and often dramatic 
change that prescription glasses make in the life of 
someone who has not been able to see clearly for 

some time (in some cases, years), you’ll return home feeling blessed to have been a part of that change. 
If you are interested in serving on this team, please contact Jack at (325) 829-7537 or kb1rd@icloud.com. 
He’s ready to answer any questions you may have and to help you prepare for an exciting mission trip to 
Panama!  — Amy Wilson Feltz

 Panama 1 Mission Trip: Two Spaces Left!

Children’s Ministry: New Team Member 
  Payden Dompe is a sophomore at McMurry who just started 
working with the kids in November. She is from Borger and 
is majoring in Biomedical Sciences. Payden loves seeing the 
kids’ smiling faces each week and knowing that she is being a 
role model for them.  She particularly loves having an excuse 
to walk down the hallways pretending to be an airplane or a 
bumblebee because she is really just a big kid at heart. She 
loves Chinese food, and maroon is her favorite color.  If 
given the choice between being able to fly or being able to 
be invisible she would choose to fly, and if she had to either 
enter every room by walking backwards or somersaulting 
in, she would choose to walk backwards because she feels she is much too uncoordinated to somersault! 
Payden hopes to one day become a Surgical Physician’s Assistant and to go on short-term medical mission 
trips around the world. 
    I love Payden for her enthusiasm and genuine love and care for the kids. I am thrilled to have her as part 
of our children’s ministry team! — Alayna Brooks



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                      (2.8.2015)

Budget for 2014 = $808,647.00
Received This Week =$22,612.18
Received Month-to-Date = $35,826.18
Received Year-to-Date = $$97,237.10
2015 Faith Promise Pledge=
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $8,126.24

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests 
and requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service=238 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service=202

Total Worship Service Attendance= 440                                                 
 Sunday school=167

The Oaks =22

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

                                                  Calendar Alerts
    Mark your calendars now! Aldersgate Alive is April 12, 2015. More information 
is coming soon. Once again, we have the opportunity to serve those in need 
and fulfill our promise to Jesus, who calls us to lend a helping hand to others. 
Our all-church mission will contribute to the meeting of the food needs of 
community members. 

   The United Methodist Women’s Reading Program will be back in session 
February 17. Anyone who likes to read is welcome to join us. We have some 
very interesting as well as inspiring books to read and discuss.  We have several 
copies of each book, enough to share. We will meet on the third Tuesday of each 
month at 1:00 p.m. in the church library. On February 17, we will discuss the 
book How Strong Was Her Faith by J. Ellsworth Kalas. On March 17, we have 



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

  In The Word                                                                                                                       
                                           Pastor  Steve                   

                Sermon Passages                           
Sunday:       Matthew 16:13-28   
Monday:       Matthew 18:21-35  
Tuesday:       Matthew 26:31-35, 69-75          
Wednesday:  Acts 10:9-35         
Thursday:     1 Peter 5:1-11                                         
Friday:          Isaiah 55:1-9  
Saturday:      Psalm 103:1- 12

    Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:        1 Kings 5-6; 2 Chronicles 2-3  
Monday:       1 Kings 7; 2 Chronicles 4    
Tuesday:       1 Kings 8: 2 Chronicles 5
Wednesday: 2 Chronicles 6-7; Psalm 136
Thursday:     Psalm 134; Psalm 146-150
Friday:          1 Kings 9; 2 Chronicles 8
Saturday:      Proverbs 25-26

 How sweet are your words to my taste,
      sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                             Psalm 119: 103

    Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible 
in a year. Please consider reading 
both each day as we continue in our 
ALIVE sermon series.  

   Celebration of 
Discipline, The Path To 
Spiritual Growth, by 
Richard J. Foster is the 
next book that we are 
inviting you to read as 
we begin the  new year.  
If you would like a copy, please call 
the church office at 672-7893, or 
indicate on the welcome card and we 
will order a copy for you. The price is 
$15.00. Grace and Peace! 
 — Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

Search me, God, and know my heart; test me 
and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is 
any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting.  
                                               Psalm 139:23-24

     In general, we think it is much more bearable to hide our sin, anxiousness 
and brokenness from God and others. We even become the masters of 
self-distraction in order to help us forget about it. Andreas Ebert writes, 
“Many avoid the path of self-knowledge because they are afraid of being 
swallowed up in their own abysses. But Christians have confidence that 
Christ has lived through all the abysses of human life and that he goes with 
us when we dare engage in sincere confrontation with ourselves.  God loves 
us unconditionally — along with our dark side — we don’t need to dodge 
ourselves. In light of this love pain self-knowledge can be at the same time 
the beginning of our healing.”
  The ancient Christian practice of self-examination can be a means of 
grace by which we intentionally bring our whole selves before God.  Self-
examination helps us launch a preemptive strike against the things we are 
hiding and invites God to lead us in a better, life giving way!  
Here are the seven steps of this spiritual discipline: 
 1. Preparation:  Find a quiet place to be still and allow the Love of   
God fo fill your heart.
 2. Invitation:  Invite God to work in your life using the words of 
Psalm 139.  
 3. Review the Day:  Recall the events of the day and call to mind 
when and how you were allowing God to direct your life.  
 4. Give Thanks:  Celebrate the ways you noticed God working in 
your life.  
 5. Confess:  Humbly confess the ways in which you acted that 
were not congruent with the mind and heart of Christ.  
 6. Ask Forgiveness: Seek forgiveness and invite God to lead you to 
take concrete steps to follow more faithfully. Expect God to give you grace. 
 7. Tell a friend or your Growth Group or Sunday School class 
about the ways God is at work in your life.        
     Practicing self-examination can accelerate our spiritual growth, bring 
a new depth of joy to our lives and expand the kingdom of God in us and 
the world.  As Lent begins on Wednesday, I encourage you to make this 
part of your Lenten practices.   


